
AROOSTOOK COUNTY SOLAR
SYSTEM

Aroostook County, including stu- dents from 12

schools from Limestone to Sherman Mills, 22

Echoes by Kevin McCartney were involved in the

construc- tion. The model is a statement of

Aroostook's "can-do" work ethic. The idea of

building a large solar system model was first posed

by a colleague at the University of Maine at Presque

Isle (UMPI).

Maine's first state park, Aroostook State Park was

established in 1939 because of local citizens who

donated 100 acres of land to the State of Maine.

Today the park totals nearly 800 acres thanks to

subsequent donations and purchases. The park

includes both Quoggy Jo Mountain and Echo Lake,

which offer great opportunities to enjoy hiking,

biking, canoeing/ kayaking or just a?|

Aroostook County's largest city, Presque Isle, is

also home to the largest object in the county's

40-mile-long scale model solar system a?? the sun.

The actual version smiles down on four seasons of

recreational fun at Aroostook State Park and Echo

Island. Fort Kent.
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The Maine Solar System Model US Route 1,

between Presque Isle and Houlton. Located in

Aroostook County is the world's largest complete

3-D, 40-mile long scale model of the solar system,

representing from the Sun to Pluto. The model was

built by various Aroostook County community

members and was formally unveiled in June 2003.

With the help of 700 people from all over Aroostook

County, he assembled The Maine Solar System

Model. Of course, our discoveries about the solar

system are constantly changing and McCartney

must update his work.

The solar system model, which stretches from

Presque Isle to Houlton, is getting a new sun. The

Maine Solar System Model stretches from Presque

Isle to Houlton.  and for the larger Aroostook County

community. "It a?|
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PRESQUE ISLE, Maine a?? After sharing plans this

summer for the addition of a 3-D Sun to the Maine

Solar System Model, University of Maine at Presque

Isle officials are pleased to announce that its

finalized location will be in front of Preble Hall, in the

grassy area between the UMPI sign and

flagpole.This will allow the largest object within the

solar system model to be a?|

Aroostook County, Maine, is home to the largest 3D

model of the solar system in the Western

Hemisphere. US News and World Report recently

named Aroostook's Maine School of Science and 

It is also the center of a model of the Solar System

created by the University of Maine at Presque Isle,

with local construction to create scale models of the

sun and its planets.  Aroostook County Maine;

Population, 2009 estimate: 71,488: 1,318,301:

Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1,

2009-3.3%: 3.4%: Population estimates 
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With an interactive planetarium and weekly

programming for all ages, it's the perfect way to

round out your interstellar journey through

Aroostook County. Whether you''re an astronomy

lover or a?|

If you need Solar Panels in Aroostook County we

can match you with pros who provide the services

you require. Solar panels offer numerous

advantages for both homeowners and businesses.

By harnessing the power of the sun, solar panels

provide a clean and renewable source of energy,

reducing reliance on fossil fuels and decreasing

carbon emissions.

Learn how much solar panels cost in Aroostook

County, ME in 2024 based on real solar quote data,

and if solar is worth it. Open navigation menu 

Average solar cost by system size in Aroostook

County, ME. System Size. System Cost. System

Cost (after ITC) 3 kW: $9,421: $6,595: 4 kW:

$12,562: $8,793: 5 kW: $15,702: $10,992: 6 kW:

$18,843 
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How much does solar cost in Aroostook County,

ME? Based on the latest data from the EnergySage

Marketplace, the average Aroostook County, ME

homeowner needs a 11.76 kW solar panel system

to cover their electric bills. That''ll set you back

about $36,928 before incentives. Need a bigger (or

smaller) system to offset your electricity use?

Aroostook County, in Northern Maine, is building a

40 mile (64.6 km) long scale model of the solar

system, at a scale of 1 mile equaling the distance

from earth to sun. The model extends along Route

1, between the University of Maine at Presque Isle

campus and the Houlton Information Center at the

end of I-95.

RELATED: Aroostook County is in its own little solar

system Work began on the project in 1999, and as

founder and UMPI teacher Dr. Kevin McCartney told

us, it was a massive community effort. "Jupiter and

Saturn, you know, they are the size of small cars,"

he said.

(C) 2026 Solar Energy Resources 5 / 8 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



AROOSTOOK COUNTY SOLAR
SYSTEM

Aroostook County's dark skies provide a magical

backdrop for observing the universe, offering both

casual stargazers and serious astronomers an

unforgettable experience.  The Maine solar system

model: an out-of-this-world adventure . Spring

sporting camps and getaways. Aurora Borealis and

the Darkest Night Sky. Explore Dark Sky in

Aroostook.

The project was an effort by the people of Aroostook

County as an educational tool and tourist attraction

with the University of Maine at Presque Isle being its

vocal point.  There's a To Scale Model of the Solar

System Along Route 1 in Aroostook County. Jeff

Parsons. Jeff Parsons Published: September 4,

2020. Townsquare Media.

The town of Limestone in Aroostook County

received a $50,000 Community Action Grant to help

purchase a pair of existing solar arrays located at

the former Loring Air Force Base. A second $50,000

Community Action Grant is allowing the town to

repair and upgrade the solar arrays, boosting the

electricity generation of the systems.
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Long recognized as one of New England's premier

outdoor destinations, Aroostook County offers the

recreational enthusiast a dream adventure with

unlimited opportunities to get wet, climb high, ride

fast, or kick back.  You can even drive through a to

scale solar system model on US Route 1 and

identify all the planets on your drive from 

Long recognized as one of New England's premier

outdoor destinations, Aroostook County offers the

recreational enthusiast a dream adventure with

unlimited opportunities to get wet, climb high, ride

fast, or kick back.  You a?|

Nancy Hensel, Former President at UMPI, says, "It

was so exciting in 2003 when we opened the solar

system. It was a June day --warm like today

actually-- but it was so exciting and now to see the

sun here kind of a?|
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Here's how you can visit the solar system in Maine,

no rocket ship required. Julia Bayly, Special to The

County . 7 years ago. This plaque explains

Aroostook County's Maine Solar System Model, a

40-mile galactic road trip through northern Maine.

(Julia Bayly) 
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