
AVERAGE COST OF LEASING
SOLAR PANELS

How much does it cost to lease solar panels?

Some companies allow you to choose an option,whereas others,such as NRG,offer only one option. Costs of

Leasing Solar Panels: The average cost to lease solar panels ranges between $50-$250 per month. While

some companies require a down payment,many allow you to get started on a lease program with a $0-down

agreement.

Should you lease or buy solar panels?

While leasingsolar panels does not offer as much cost savings as buying them,it still offers several benefits.

Since most solar leases do not require a down payment,leasing may be the best choice for those on a tight

budget who do not qualify for other financing. You pay little to no upfront costs. The company maintains the

panels.

How much do solar panels cost?

Solar panels cost $12,600 to $31,500installed on average. While this is a hefty upfront investment,it provides

the most long-term savings. If you qualify for a solar loan,paying for the system over time costs more than

purchasing it outright but still offers significant benefits and long-term savings.

How do I lease solar panels?

There are two options for leasing solar panels: you can obtain a solar lease or a solar power-purchase

agreement (PPA). Solar leases and PPAs are essentially the same,with one main difference. A solar lease

means you agree to pay a fixed monthly rent in order to use the solar energy system and reduce your energy

bill.

How do Solar Lease companies make money?

All the solar lease providers listed make their money by financing a solar system for your home and then

selling you the solar electricity from the panels. In most cases,the companies promise you will save money on

your power bills in the first year - a win-win situation.

What should you know about solar leasing?

The most important thing to know about solar leasing is with respect to ownership. For a fixed rate or fee that
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is calculated or determined by the leasing company,you can have solar panels installed on your home.

The average cost of installing solar panels in

California falls between $10,000 and $13,000 after

incorporating the 30% solar federal tax credit.

However, the suitability of solar for your budget 

Leasing solar panels with no debt or upfront costs.

Solar financing with predictable, affordable

payments and locked-in rates.  affordable rates for

as little as $0 down in upfront costs, or you could

purchase solar panels outright. Sunrun subscription

plan. Solar panels ownership. Most popular. Sunrun

subscription plan. Leasing solar panels.

Purchasing a new solar system outright with cash is

by far the best way to reap the most financial

rewards from your investment. However, the

average homeowner may pause at the upfront cost

??? which is typically as much as $20,000 ???
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Average cost of solar panels by system size;

System size (in kilowatts) Average installed cost

(before incentives) Average final installation cost*

(after 30% tax credit) 3 kW: $9,000 ??? $13,500 :

$6,300 ??? $9,500 :  Buying vs. leasing solar

panels. If your budget supports it, paying up front for

the entire system is the most cost 

A solar lease is a contract between a homeowner

and a solar company that allows the user to have

solar panels installed on their property with low

upfront costs ??? or none at all. In return, the

homeowner pays a fixed monthly lease payment,

which is calculated using the estimated production

of the system.

Learn the average cost of solar panels, including a

pricing breakdown between hard costs like materials

and soft costs like installation and labor.  installs

your solar panel system retains ownership and you

pay a fixed monthly amount to use any electricity

the solar panels produce. Leasing solar also helps

you lower your utility bill and is 
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When you lease solar panels, you don''t own the

system you''ve had installed. As a result, you

become ineligible for a variety ofstate and federal

rebates and incentives for solar panels. These

incentives are paid to the lease company instead.

The average cost for one 400W solar panel is

between $250 and $360 when it's installed as part

of a rooftop solar array. This boils down to $0.625 to

$0.72 per watt for panels purchased through a

full-service solar company.

Average cost of solar panels by system size;

System size (in kilowatts) Average installed cost

(before incentives) Average final installation cost*

(after 30% tax credit) 3 kW: $9,000 ??? $13,500 :

$6,300 ??? $9,500 : 
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The average cost of leasing solar panels might

range from $50 to $250 per month. However, the

actual amount will depend on the system size, credit

score, regional cost of living, and leasing company.

Generally, the solar leasing term ranges between 20

- 25 years.

Low Upfront Costs: Leasing solar panels requires

little to no upfront investment, making solar energy

accessible for those with tighter budgets.

Maintenance and Repairs Included: The leasing

company typically handles all solar panel

maintenance and repairs, ensuring a hassle-free

experience.

However, from now through 2030, industry analysts

expect the average cost of solar panels to decline,

thanks to advances in technology and the

increasing scale of production.* The price of a solar

electric system is measured in dollars per watt, and

solar panels are rated in watts or kilowatts (kW) (1

kW = 1000 W).  With a solar lease and 
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The monthly cost of a solar lease per month varies

depending on the size of the system, the location,

your credit score and other factors. Generally

speaking, most leases require a monthly rate 

The most recent data from Consumer Affairs

suggests that the average solar system costs about

$16,000 before installation and federal tax credit.

The solar panel system will include solar panels,

wiring, and inverters.  There is a federal tax credit of

26% that only applies to buying and not leasing a

solar energy system.

Pros of Leasing Solar Panels Lower Upfront Costs

and Accessibility. A more cost-effective way to start

using solar energy is by leasing solar panels. The

initial expenses are less than if you were to buy the

system altogether. A greater number of

homeowners may now afford solar power because

of the decreasing costs. Solar panels that fit their 
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Top Pick Best Solar Panel Leasing . 4.5/5. Multiple

financing options Theft and damage protections are

available Solar battery and EV charger options. Get

Quote  What Is the Average Cost of Solar Panels?

The average cost of a 10-kilowatt (kW) residential

solar panel system is $31,460. That's before using

any solar incentives or rebates 

Lease solar panels in California or own them

outright. Find the best plan for your home. Get a

quote today. Skip to content. Enter your location

(833) 324-5886 Login. Get a quote  California

homeowners can take control of their energy costs

and insulate themselves from these unpredictable

and relentless utility rate hikes. A solar-plus 

The obvious pros of leasing panels are (1) you will

be able to realize immediate savings on your

monthly utility costs by choosing a solar panel

leasing option and (2) lease payments for your solar

system will be lower than your monthly utility costs

after installation. Cons? There are plenty:
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Read more: Best Solar Companies of 2023 How

solar leasing works. Think of a solar lease like that

of a vehicle: with both, you pay a fixed monthly fee

to have access to the panels or the vehicle.

Solar leases are a common way to cover the costs

of installing a solar energy system, but they also

come with some very real downsides that are

important to understand.  With a solar lease, the

system's owner is the company leasing your panels,

so the company benefits from tax incentives instead

of you. A solar lease may complicate selling 

Costs of Leasing Solar Panels: The average cost to

lease solar panels ranges between $50-$250 per

month. While some companies require a down

payment, many allow you to get started on a lease

program with a $0-down agreement. Similar to

obtaining a loan for a system, your monthly fees will

depend on multiple factors, including how much

energy 
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Cons of Leasing Solar Panels. Long-term costs:

over the solar lease period, the final cost of leasing

solar panels may exceed the cost of purchasing a

system outright. While the upfront cost is low, the

total amount paid over the solar lease term might be

higher than the cost of a purchased system.

Homeowners should evaluate the immediate 

An average residential solar system costs between

$15,000-$25,000 after solar rebates and solar

incentives. Considering that you will probably spend

over $72,000 in electrical bills over the next 25

years, this can be a small price to pay. Some

companies even offer solar lease options in which

you pay no out-of-pocket expenses for the

installation.

Key Takeaways. The national average for solar

panels costs about $16,000. Customers can pay by

cash, solar loans, leases and PPAs. If you paid

$16,000 for solar panel installation and used the

30% 
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