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133 5.2 The balance of po
system

The balance of power has been a central concept in
the theory and practice of international relations for
the past five hundred years. It has also played a key
role in some of the most important attempts to
develop a theory of international politics in the
contemporary study of international relations.

During the 19th Century, the balance of power
across Europe had been carefully managed by all
powers to ensure they could live in relative peace.
However, as the century turned and 1914 arrived,
growing nationalism, militarism (including a
spiralling arms race) and imperial rivalry had caused
irreparable damage to relations between the
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should emerge in the contemporary international
system. This version of balance-of-power theory
posits that because units in anarchic systems have
an all multi-state systems, including Europe, were
regional and subject to re-balancing via spatial and
numerical expansion (Dehio, 1962; Thompson,
1992).

Some have argued that Italy in the fifteenth century
was based on a balance-of-power system where the
city-state of Florence and its ruler Lorenzo de
Medici balanced against the Republic of Venice.

the British queen, Anne, said that "if the French

King continues Master of the Spanish Monarchy, the
Balance of Power in Europe is utterly

e balance of power, In international relations, an
R equilibrium of power sufficient to discourage or
|—| prevent one nation or party from imposing its will on
E | J] or interfering with the interests of another.The term

came into use at the end of the Napoleonic Wars to
denote the power relationships in the European
state system. Until World War |, Britain played the
role of balancer in a number of ???

i9’|o-|
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The Concert of Europe, also known as the
Congress System or the Vienna System after the
Congress of Vienna, was a System of dispute
resolution adopted by the major conservative
powers of Europe to maintain their power, oppose
revolutionary movements, weaken the forces of
nationalism, and uphold the balance of power.

= attempts clearly to define balance of power as a
system and specify its operating rules.4 Not

surprisingly, some scholars have become sceptical

about the balance of power "system"5 and a few
have even denied that balance of power politics
prevailed in the nineteenth century.6 None of the

E= methods generally used seems to promise much
) _ help.
—ar

As Levy and Thompson (2005, 2010) point out, this
has implicitly been recognized in the older literature
on balance of power as "Europe is the only system
for which all balance-of-power theorists agree that

great powers have systematically balanced against
hegemonic threats" (2005:5; see also 2010:137?7?4;
Levy 2004:387?7?41).
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THE "BALANCE OF POWER" SYSTEM IN
EUROPE, 1815-1871 Diplomacy in keeping with the
balance of power system can be dangerous if the
historical model of the 19th century is pressed too
hard for analogies or lessons. Furthermore, it is
important to impress upon contemporary statesmen
the utility of

Balance of power and the Concert of Europe.
Through the many wars and peace congresses of
the 18th century, European diplomacy strove to
maintain a balance between five great powers:
Britain, France, Austria, Russia, and Prussia.At the
century's end, however, the French Revolution,
France's efforts to export it, and the attempts of
Napoleon | to conquer ???

The balance of power is one of the oldest concepts
of international relations at once provides an answer
to the problem of war and peace in international
history. It is also regarded as a universal law of
political behavior, a basic principle of every state's
foreign policy through the ages, and, therefore, a
description of a significant pattern of political action
in the ??7?
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Balance of power is still used today to explain the
) changing polarities of the international system and
the concentrations of power in the modern era.
European balance of power beginning with

The Concert of Europe, also known as the
Congress System, was established after the
Congress of Vienna in 1815. It describes the
peaceful functioning of an international system
based on the balance of power that existed in
Europe from the end of the Napoleonic Wars in
% 1815 to the outbreak of World War | in 1914.

F |
ENERGY
STORAGE L Srr—

p 1]

The Concert of Europe was a general agreement
among the great powers of 19th-century Europe to
maintain the European balance of power, political
boundaries, and spheres of influence.Never a
perfect unity and subject to disputes and jockeying
for position and influence, the Concert was an
extended period of relative peace and stability in
Europe following the Wars of the French ???
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| e European great power politics was, as we shall see,
in some ways a "system", in which states often
responded more or less mechanically or predictably
to events. Europe was also, however, in many
respects a "society of states" with a sense of
community based on shared norms, diplomatic

=2

culture, and practice. 4 Without it, the exchange of

W WMBRESSE Hans Morgenthau reaffirms the balance of power as
, a "perennial element" in human history, regardless
of the "contemporary conditions" that the
international system operates under (Morgenthau,
9-10). The essence of the BOP theory cannot be

reduced to the occurrence of balance of power.

The classical literature on the balance of power
consists of vague, often ambiguous, de-scriptions of
the way the system is supposed to operate, with few
attempts to demarcate the conditions under which
the system could be expected to achieve its
objectives."1 Yet the balance of power has
undoubtedly been a guiding principle of European
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Europe's balance of power, 1815-1848 Bookreader
Item Preview 1821-41 / Matthew Anderson -- The
Metternich system, 1815-48 / Alan Sked -- France
and Europe, 1815-48 / Roger Bullen -- Britain and
the European balance, 1815-48 / Christopher
Bartlett -- Metternich's enemies or the threat from
below / Alan Sked

the balance of power in Europe, and could therefore
successfully play the role of balancer of power. The
Balance of Power and the Cold War Between the
end of World War Il (1945) and the end of the Cold
War (1989), the balance of power underwent
several fundamental RSPI - ???

Writing in Foreign Affairs at the start of 2021, Kurt
Campbell and Rush Doshi, now senior American
officials in charge of policy towards China, argued
that a balance-of-power framework was needed for
the region of East Asia. Using Henry Kissinger's
study of the 1814?77?15 Congress of Vienna as a
guide, they described such a balance as potentially
serving as the ???
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The complex system of relationships among Britain,
France, the Habsburg Empire, and Russia
subsequently extended to include the Ottoman
Empire and Prussia/Germany is described as the
"classic" European balance of power. Although it is
dangerous to generalize across time periods and
civilizations, a similar multipolar system could be
said to

Not surprisingly, some scholars have become
sceptical about the balance of power "system" and
a few have even denied that balance of power
politics prevailed in the nineteenth century. None of
the methods generally used seems to promise much
help. 1815???1823", Europe's Balance of Power
18157771848, A. Sked(ed.), (London, 1979), p. 36.

The Balance of Power system is a diplomatic
strategy aimed at maintaining stability and
preventing any one nation from becoming too
powerful, thereby threatening the sovereignty of
other nations. This concept emerged in Europe
during the 17th century and became a fundamental
principle of international relations, where states
would form alliances to ??7?
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<l Footnote 89 The Treaty of Utrecht brought a new
r-i"r_\ -2 > system of balance of power in Europe and to the
R [ = : : eighteenth century. Footnote 90 The balance of
il e power was now fully legitimised as a legal principle

informing the inter-state politics. 5. Conclusion.
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