Can a Hoa refuse to install solar pang

solar energy devices. Under the HOA laws of Texas (Sections 202. 01 / nd ),nC
associations may not prohibit members from installing solar energy dewcessuch as solar panels a
energy-efficient roofing materials.

Are HOAs allowed to install solar panels?

In fact,the law is on your side. According to House Bill 362,which was signed into law in 2011,the law forbids
HOAs from prohibiting solar energy installationsunless several very specific circumstances occur. What
Restrictions Are Allowed by Law?

What are Hoa solar panel rules?

Many HOA solar panel rules attempt to supersede state, county, and city laws regarding the rights of
individual homeowners to install solar power systems on their property. Thankfully, it's possible to navigate
these rules and enjoy clean solar energy if you play your cards right.

Can a Hoa impose restrictions on rooftop solar panels?

HOAs may still be allowed to implement &quot;reasonable restrictions&quot;. For example,some of these
rules let HOAs influence your rooftop solar array's design. You may also have to ask for permission to install
your panels and ensure they're not visible from the public right-of-way. Solar access laws and solar easement
laws are two sides of the same coin.

Do HOAs have solar power rights?

Here's the good news: Nearly 50%o0f US states have laws protecting the rights of homeowners to own and
produce solar power on their property. Thus,it's essential that you understand the power your HOA really
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has,what they can and cannot do,and your rights according to the solar access laws and solar easement
regulations in your area.

During the development period for a development
with fewer than 51 planned residential units, the
declarant may prohibit or restrict a property owner
from installing a solar energy device. Added by Acts
2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 939 (H.B. 362), Sec. 1,
eff. June 17, 2011.

The "Right to Install Solar Energy Devices Act"
protects Texan homeowners" right to install solar
panels. HOA can impose reasonable restrictions on
solar installations but can"t outright deny them.
Advocacy and neighbor support can sway HOA
approval for solar ??7?

Luckily, when it comes to solar panels, HOAs no
longer have complete autonomy in dictating whether
or not you can install solar. About twenty four states,

‘. including Texas, have solar access laws that limit
HOAs from banning solar panels. These laws
override the HOA contract that restricts you from
going solar.
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Maine. Established in 2009, Maine's Solar Rights
give locals the "right to install and use solar energy
devices" with prohibition only possible in the event
of reasonable restrictions such as public safety and
building damage. Maryland. Maryland Real Property
Code ?2???119 prohibits HOAs from establishing

restrictions or conditions for solar installations that
?2??

However, other states don"t have any laws on the

‘/M\ T‘:'rnv': books to prevent HOAs from incorporating strict
M ﬁé limitations in their bylaws to stop homeowners from
‘tl}’; Eq s T installing rooftop solar panels. Texas was one of
these places without consumer protections, but a
- recent new law ??7?
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solar panels and solar energy devices (Section
202.010) standby electric generators (Section
202.019) swimming pool enclosures (Section
202.022) wind- or hail-resistant shingles, or shingles
that are heating and cooling efficient (Section
202.011) In addition, a property owners" association
can neither prohibit nor regulate the following:

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 3/13 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



CAN HOA RESTRICT SOLAR SOLAR
PANELS IN TEXAS

Homeowners" Associations (HOAS) exist to protect
the property values of the homes within the
association. To achieve this goal, HOAs sometimes
restrict the renovations and alterations homeowners
are "allowed" to do to their homes ??? including
solar installations.

ESD Solar offers Solar Panels In Texas and Solar
Panels In Colorado. Texas Solar Access Law. The
Texas Senate Bill (Texas House Bill 362), allows
HOAs to approve or deny the installation of solar

energy devices as long as they meet Texas's
requirements, as per Texas Tax Code Section
17.1.107. These Texas HOA rules are for solar

. ’ | devices that
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HOA Restrictions On Solar Panels in Texas. HOAs
may prohibit solar panels being installed if they are
found to be illegal or violate public health and
safety, as decided by a court. HOAs may prohibit or

regulate solar on common property within the
subdivision or property that is owned or maintained
by the association.
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Texas law protects your right to go solar. But, there
are limits. Texas law allows HOAs to restrict

installations under the following conditions: The
system is installed without prior approval by the
HOA. The installation is located on common

property within the subdivision.

When it comes to solar panels, however, you have
clear legal guidelines on what restrictions your HOA
can place on your solar panel project in Texas. In
fact, the law is on your side. According to House Bill
362, which was signed into law in 2011, the law
forbids HOAs from prohibiting solar ??7?

Texas has solar access laws in place that block
HOA's and POA's from restricting the installation of

European
Warehouse

solar panels. Although solar access laws have been
enacted for some time now here in Texas, there

was one small caveat that was in place that allows
277
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| Texas law does allow HOAs to restrict solar panels
if one of the following conditions exist: If the solar

B energy devices are illegal or violate public health

ﬁ and safety If they are located on common property
within the subdivision If they extend higher than the
roofline, do not conform to the ??7?
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Many HOAs still enact unreasonable restrictions on

solar installations. There are steps you can take to
4 fight them. Although an HOA cannot block your

‘Ll system, they can tell you where to install panels.
You can fight this if you can prove their restriction
would lower the annual energy production of your
system by more than 10%.

\

The law is not a perfect path for homeowners
wishing to install solar, but it does put parameters
on the restrictions an HOA can raise. The
restrictions reside in Subsection (d) of the bill. Many,
but not all, of these hurdles are common concerns
that are often easily satisfied in a meeting between
the homeowner, installer and HOA. Potential
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To know whether or not your HOA can restrict solar
panels in your community, you must first check state
laws and then your governing documents. In
California, the Solar Rights Act and Civil Code
Section 714 protect homeowners" rights to

I

generating solar energy. There are similar laws in
Texas as seen in Texas Property Code 202.

Texas legislation provides a framework for HOAs to

i F_—é ':_ ’ enforce certain restrictions on solar panel
—3 13., & installations to maintain community standards.
¥ 1:3 These restrictions typically center around the visual
- impact, location, safety protocols, and architectural
et integrity of the community.
o
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The Texas Solar Rights Act, passed by both the

ER%‘\ : house and the senate, has paved the way for

= ‘ residents to harness the power of solar energy. the
- HOA cannot deny the installation on the property.
SB-1626: Closing Loopholes for Developers.
SB-1626 complements HB-362 by closing previous
loopholes that allowed developers to prohibit
homeowners
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Can HOA restrict solar panels in Texas? As you
may know, the energy industry is booming in Texas.
Solar paneling is a considerable part of that, as
more and more people are looking to switch to

renewable energy sources. But what happens when
your HOA tries to restrict solar panels in Texas?
The good news is that HOAs are not allowed to ban
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In some cases, if you do prevent solar panel
access, you will need to offer another equally
efficient energy option for your homeowners. What
Rights Does an HOA Have Regarding Solar
Panels? An HOA board likely can"t prohibit solar
panels, but they may be able to restrict them in
certain ways. TX 75093. Resident Support:
1-866-473-2573

The Texas legislature recently considered a bill to
heavily restrict the generation of wind and solar
energy, University of Texas at Austin research
scientist Joshua D. Rhodes revealed in a tweet..
The bill in question was Texas SB 624,
co-sponsored by Senators Lois Kolkhorst, Mayes
Middleton, and Bryan Hughes. It would have
established new permit ??7?
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Case in point: installing rooftop solar panels. Solar
panel access laws vary from state to state, which
means there's a piecemeal framework for how
restrictive HOAs can be when it comes to energy
independence. For instance, California passed the
Solar Rights Act in 1978, limiting HOAs from
disallowing rooftop solar panels on homes.

First things first: can an HOA deny solar panels? If
you"ve lived in a planned community before, The
Solar Shade Control Act also prohibits tree
branches from casting shades over solar panels.
Meanwhile, the Texas Property Code Section
202.010 allows HOAs to regulate where and what
kind of solar panels homeowners can install.
Homeowners

M racenee E BB Can an HOA prevent you from getting solar panels?
ENERGYSToTﬁGESISEM Updated 1 month ago Solar panels and HOAs:

: Know your rights Written by Solar access laws are
in place to limit building and zoning restrictions
(such as HOA restrictions) on solar panels. Solar
easement laws exist for homeowners to maintain

their access to sunlight and solar power, but don

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 9/13 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



CAN HOA RESTRICT SOLAR SOLAR
PANELS IN TEXAS

Installing solar panels can also provide homeowners
with a sense of energy independence. By
generating their electricity, homeowners are less
reliant on the grid and are better prepared for power
outages or disruptions. However, Texas law
generally supports the right to install solar panels
and limits the ability of HOAs to deny their

HOA Rights To Restrict Solar Installations Vary
State By State. Texas: Delaware: Maine: Utah:
District of Columbia: Maryland: Vermont: Florida:
Massachusetts : Virginia: Hawaii: there is an
established approval process for installing solar
panels and/or if there are rules governing where and
how solar panels can be installed. HOAs

In this blog post, we"ll discuss whether or not
Florida HOAs can restrict or prohibit solar panels,
and what you need to know about the installation
process. Serving Florida & Texas. License
#EC13006630. GET A FREE QUOTE. or call us at
727-471-7442 (C)2024 Services. Renewable
Energy Spray Foam Insulation Roofing. Our Work.

Testimonials
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Florida Statute 163.04 ensures homeowners can
install solar panels with the following restrictions: -
Solar panels should face south or within 45 degrees
of true south. - HOAs can determine the installation
site on the roof as long as it doesn"t compromise
system efficiency. - The system must not pose risks
to public health, safety, or welfare.

HB-362, a landmark legislation, limits the authority
of HOAs and Property Owners Associations (POAS)
in restricting solar devices outright. While
homeowners within HOA-governed neighborhoods
must follow the standard procedures for seeking
improvements, the legislation ??7?

For instance, in 2022, the North Carolina Supreme
Court and the Indiana Legislature made rules to limit
HOAs from saying no to solar panels. But in some
states, there aren"t any laws giving HOA members
the right to use solar panels. So, homeowners in
those places don"t have much legal power. What
Are Solar Access Laws?
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Texas law allows HOAs to restrict residential solar
\\\\\\_ H = systems when one or more of the following
‘ \E, | conditions exist: If the solar energy devices are
lilin illegal. If the solar energy devices violate public
— health and safety. If the solar energy devices are

located on commonly held ??7?

Solar Access Laws and 2. Solar Easements. Solar
Access Laws. Solar access laws are generally
found in state statutes and ensure that HOAs
cannot strictly prohibit solar panel systems in their
subdivision. On the other hand, they often permit
HOAs to impose "reasonable restrictions” on the
system. Permitted HOA limitations might include:

In Texas, there are laws in place to protect

[T i E= | T \ homeowners" right to install solar panels despite
) , | HOA restrictions. Texas Property Code Chapter 202
.’A:E——E l outlines the rights of homeowners regarding solar

energy devices. 45-Day Notice ??7? Property Code
Protections.
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During the development period for a development
with fewer than 51 planned residential units, the
declarant may prohibit or restrict a property owner
from installing a solar energy device. Added by Acts
2011, 82nd Leg., R.S., Ch. 939 (H.B. 362), Sec. 1,
eff. June 17, 2011.
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