
CONCENTRATION AND POWER IN
THE FOOD SYSTEM CONVENIENCE
STORE

Is corporate concentration a problem in the food sector?

Howard adopts a critical approach to analyzing the problem of corporate concentration in the food

sector,focusing on how firms maximize not just profits but also power in the marketplace. In the food

system,corporate concentration has reached considerable levels at all stages,from farm to plate.

How do commodity-trading firms profit from food aid programs?

Commodity-trading firms profit from food aid programs that serve to undercut prices for local farmers in poor

countries,while at the same time framing their role as "feeding the world" (or what Howard dubs

"grainwashing").

How are antitrust strategies used in the food supply chain?

These strategies are employed in distinct waysin different nodes of the food supply chain. Food retail

companies,for example,have actively engaged in campaigns to weaken antitrust legislation in the United

States,which has allowed them to dominate huge swaths of the market.

Concentration and Power in the Food System, is

posed, inviting readers to contemplate just who

exactly is involved in supplying our food. The

author, Philip H. Howard, uses this question as a

platform to discuss  Howard then focuses on

supermarkets, convenience stores and fast food

restaurants. In this chapter, like all chapters, he

names 
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Corporate concentration has become a dominant

feature of the modern industrial food system in

recent decades. In nearly all stages of global food

supply chains, from farm inputs, to production, to 

The American food system is increasingly

dominated by a handful of powerful corporations,

raising serious concerns about food security and

sustainability.  Furthermore, this concentration of

power restricts the availability of diverse food

options, pushing consumers towards a narrow

range of products often characterized by lower

nutritional 

Discover the critical importance of food safety

compliance in convenience stores. This

comprehensive guide provides essential strategies

for all staff levels to ensure safe food handling

practices and maintain customer trust.
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The U.S. food system supplies an abundance of

food???an estimated 2,590 calories per citizen per

day in 2010, after subtracting wasted food. 7 It also

generates health and environmental hazards, such

as packaging waste (middle) and pollution from

industrial egg (left) and swine (right) operations.

Photo credits (L-R): CLF; lyzadanger, Creative

Commons CC BY-SA 2.0; Jeff ???

FIG. 1: Market Power of the Four Largest Grocery

Retailers Top four breakdown Total market Walmart

Kroger Costco Albertson's Companies Top four

combined All others 34.8% 13.9% 12.2% 8.1% 69%

31% a Includes consumer expenditures at grocery

stores, warehouse clubs and supercenters, and

other food stores (excluding convenience stores).

This book seeks to illuminate which firms have

become the most dominant, and more importantly,

how they shape and reshape society in their efforts

to increase their control. These dynamics have

received insufficient attention from academics and

even critics of the current food system.

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 3 / 11 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



CONCENTRATION AND POWER IN
THE FOOD SYSTEM CONVENIENCE
STORE

Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Food Studies,

2024. Food industry concentration, or the control of

a relatively small number of corporations over the

food system, has relatively deep historical origins,

even if it has reached ???

1. Food System Concentration: A Political Economy

Perspective 2. Reinterpreting Antitrust: Retailing 3.

Structuring Dependency: Distribution 4. Engineering

Consumption: Packaged Food and Beverages 5.
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Amazon : Concentration and Power in the Food

System: Who Controls What We Eat?, Revised

Edition (Contemporary Food Studies: Economy,

Culture and Politics): 9781350183070: Howard,

Philip H.,  Grocery Store: Woot! Deals and

Shenanigans: Zappos Shoes & Clothing: Ring

Smart Home Security Systems eero WiFi Stream 4K

Video in Every ???

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 4 / 11 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



CONCENTRATION AND POWER IN
THE FOOD SYSTEM CONVENIENCE
STORE

FIG. 1: Market power of the four largest grocery

retailers Top four breakdown Total market Walmart

Kroger Costco Albertsons Companies Top four

combined All others 34.8% 13.9% 12.2% 8.1% 69%

31% a Includes consumer expenditures at grocery

stores, warehouse clubs and supercenters, and

other food stores (excluding convenience stores).

46 A RESEARCH AGENDA FOR FOOD SYSTEMS

in the trend toward increased concentration in the

sector in recent decades. It also outlines how

concentration has lent enormous power to the firms

at the

Philip H. Howard, 2016, Concentration and Power in

the Food System: Who controls what we eat?

Bloomsbury Publishing Inc., London and New York,

216 p. Book Review; Published: 02 March 2017;

Volume 98, pages 221???224, (2017) Cite this

article
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The food system is currently embroiled in a period

of unprecedented consolidation and concentration,

both globally and nationally.1Economistsagree that

market abuses are likely to occur when the

concentration ratio of the top four firms (CR4)

exceeds 40%.2In the U.S., CR4 ratios surge far

beyond this percentage ??? in some cases doubling

it ??? in such diverse sectors ???

We used geocoded addresses for the child's home

and for food outlets (i.e., limited-service [fast food]

restaurants, convenience stores, small grocery

stores, and supermarkets) to characterize the 

Indeed, within a broader body of scholarship on the

development of the global food system and

industrial agriculture, scholars like William Heffernan

and his colleagues at the Missouri School of

Agrifood Studies have been consistently

documenting and warning about food industry

concentration since at least the 1980s. 41 Other

scholars have 
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Concentration and Power in the Food System: Who

Controls What We Eat?, Revised Edition

(Contemporary Food Studies: Economy, Culture

and Politics) - Kindle edition by Howard, Philip H..

Download it once and read it on your Kindle device,

PC, phones or tablets. Use features like bookmarks,

note taking and highlighting while reading

Concentration and Power ???

The American food system is increasingly

dominated by a handful of powerful corporations,

raising serious concerns about food security and

sustainability.  Furthermore, this concentration of

power restricts the availability of diverse ???

Even before opening the book, this question, found

on the cover of Concentration and Power in the

Food System, is posed,  Howard then focuses on

supermarkets, convenience stores and fast food

restaurants. In this chapter, like all chapters, he

names and examines the top firms operating in the

US with the highest market share. 
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, Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Food Studies .

Food industry concentration, or the control of a

relatively small number of corporations over the

food system, has relatively deep historical origins,

even if it has reached unprecedented levels since

the 1980s.

the food system and toward high

concentration???with only a few buyers or

sellers???in many of its markets. Some consolida -

tion follows from economies of scale and innovation

and can therefore be a channel for productivity

growth. However, high concentration can, in some

circumstances, lead to reduced efficiency, reduced

innova-

THE FOOD SYSTEM: CONCENTRATION AND ITS

IMPACTS A Special Report to the Family Farm

Action Alliance by Mary K. Hendrickson,a Philip H.

Howard,b Emily M. Millerc and Douglas H.

Constanced a University of Missouri bMichigan

State University cFamily Farm Action Alliance d

Sam Houston State University Completed on

September 14, 2020 Published on November 19,

???
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Such concentration of power undermines the

long-term sustainability of the world's food supply.

One idea that challenges this entrenched power in

food and farming systems is the shift away from

defining people as consumers towards calling them

food citizens. As consumers we focus on the cost of

our weekly food shop.

Who controls what we eat? This book reveals how

dominant corporations, from the supermarket to the

seed industry, exert control over contemporary food

systems. It analyzes the strategies these firms are

using to reshape society in order to further increase

their power, particularly in terms of their bearing

upon the more vulnerable sections of society, such

as ???

Howard's book, Concentration and Power in the

Food System:  convenience and fast food outlets)

sector. The evidence supporting this example as a

form of organized resistance is a bit thin. The author

does not include enough empirical evidence of the

impact food trucks are having on corporate

consolidation in the food retail sector 

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 9 / 11 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



CONCENTRATION AND POWER IN
THE FOOD SYSTEM CONVENIENCE
STORE

1. Food System Concentration: A Political Economy

Perspective 2. Reinterpreting Antitrust: Retailing 3.

Structuring Dependency: Distribution 4. Engineering

Consumption: Packaged Food and Beverages 5.

Manipulating Prices: Commodity Processing 6.

Subsidizing the Treadmill: Farming and Ranching 7.

Enforcing the New Enclosures: Agricultural Inputs 8.

are needed to ensure that corporate concentration

and power do not undermine key goals for food

systems, such as food access, sustainability, and

broad-based participation in food system

governance. These include measures to strengthen

competition policies, to bolster public sector support

for diverse food systems, and to curb corporate 

Michael Waterson. Philip H. Howard, 2016,

Concentration and Power in the Food System: Who

controls what we eat?: Bloomsbury Publishing Inc.,

London and New York, 216 p. Review of

Agri-cultural, Food and Environmental Studies,

2017, 98 (3), pp.221-224.

???10.1007/s41130-017-0039-4???.

???hal-03114840???
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Toward a more equitable food system. In our view,

a resilient food system that feeds everyone can be

achieved only through a more equitable distribution

of power. This in turn will require action 

Evidence demonstrates that TFBCs can leverage

their market power to shape food systems in ways

that alter the availability, price, nutritional quality,

desirability and ultimately consumption of such

foods.  hypermarkets and convenience stores were

becoming increasingly dominant as distribution

channels for packaged foods throughout the 

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 11 / 11 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl


