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What is a solar crowdfunding platform & h(')"'oe§‘|t'wo' P i

The UK-based platform has focused on raising money for solar PV projects across the world and ke
break down obstacles in underserved areas by providing investors with an opportunity aise
various projects. Then, investors can receive capital awards, earning

projects.
Why is solar crowdfunding so popular in Africa?

With access to solar panels and solar energy systems, individuals and families can create a self-sustaining
community that not only provides them with a reliable source of power but also reduces their carbon
footprints. For these reasons, Energise Africa has become one of the most popular solar crowdfunding
platforms.

What is 'crowdfunding' & how does it work?

Now, the emerging finance method of "crowdfunding" has provided a new way to eliminate third parties,
provide energy and monetary benefits to investors and democratize energy in the truest sense. The five
platforms listed on the following pages are leaders in renewable energy crowd funding, based on the money
they have raised so far.

Can 'crowdfunding' democratize energy?

But one of the biggest impediments to widespread change has always been finance. Now,the emerging
finance method of "crowdfunding" has provided a new way to eliminate third parties,provide energy and
monetary benefits to investors and democratize energy in the truest sense.

How does a solar investment platform work?

The company functions like a virtual renewable energy bank, soliciting investments for solar projects and

giving out loans that are to be paid back, typically, over about 10 years. The platform allows investors to
invest from $25 on and provides them with returns of an average of 5 percent.
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Zug, Switzerland, and Berlin, Germany, 9 June
2022 ??? ENGIE Energy Access, the leading
off-grid, Pay-As-You-Go solar and mini-grid

& solutions provider in Africa, and Energy Web, the
- non-profit building operating systems for energy
= grids, announce the successful launch of Crowdfund

for Solar, a platform to harness the potential of

Egy, % — decentralized
AR

Commissioned in 2023, these solar plants
symbolize the initial phase of a broader plan to
establish a total capacity of 500 MW in collaboration
with the Thessaly region. Greece's Renewable
Energy Commitment. Greece aims to increase its
renewable energy share to 80% by 2030, aligning
with the National Integrated Energy-Climate Plan
(NECP).

Solar energy has developed rapidly during the past
decade. Since crowdfunding taps on investments
from the public, it could potentially contribute to the
financing of solar projects. Due to its novelty,
crowdfunding for renewable energy has received
little attention from existing studies.
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Crowdfunding has emerged as a viable financing
method for solar energy projects due to its ability to
connect individual investors with solar developers.
This alternative funding source allows individuals to

participate in ???

It's a brand new sector: the first steps date back to
2012. Today energy crowdfunding is a way of
financing solar panel or wind turbine projects. For
some people, like Andrew Yakub, founder of a

By investing in solar energy projects through
crowdfunding platforms, you contribute to the
development of clean and renewable energy
sources. This means less reliance on traditional
fossil fuel-based electricity, which can be expensive.
Solar power is a sustainable and cost-effective
solution for generating electricity, and by supporting
these
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Allpowers ??7? a green energy crowdfunding
campaign #1 Allpowers may be the best-known and
one of the most successful green energy
crowdfunding campaigns. In 2008, the team of
designers and engineers founded a startup with a
brave goal to produce the best portable solar power
products.

This platform uses a newly developed legal
framework suitable for solar energy, where all
parties involved have one point of contact and all
obligations and rights are clear. This unique
approach has allowed WeShareSolar to grow
quickly into the largest solar crowdfunding platform
in the EU.

"There are so many clean energy projects not
getting financed right now," Moroney said. "A solar
array on a community center in a low-income
neighborhood, can"t raise $300,000, especially now.
A traditional solar developer probably doesn"t want
to, they"d rather invest in something with better
credit.
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Supporting Solar Energy in Greece. The
T crowdfunding campaign launched by the Akuo
‘ SOk MWz Group focuses on supporting solar power plants in
the Thessaly region of Greece. These plants,
collectively producing 4 MW of power, play a crucial

role in the country's energy transition. By inviting
European citizens to participate in this initiative,
Akuo is

A Cape-based company has found a clever way to
fund solar projects ??? crowdfunding ??? and
investors and projects are rolling in. and own, solar
energy-producing cells. Some 25 000 people

Crowdfunding solar energy developments. The
Dutch platform WeShareSolar is the largest
crowdfunding platform in the EU for community
solar projects. It has crowdfunded ??7?3.0 million to
enable the completion of 36 projects that in total
cost ??7?5 million, and enabled the installation of
22,000 solar panels. Using more solar energy is
definitely
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Renewable energy crowdfunding and has raised
?3m to date for one wind and four solar projects. In
the USA, Solar Mosaic launched earlier this year
and raised $313,000 in its first 24 hours. It's
important to stress here however, that such
investments are not risk free. Abundance
debentures, for example, are long-term investments,
returns

This is Crowdinvesting for Project Finance. Raise
Green has leveraged the crowdfunding framework
to support solar, energy efficiency, storage, and
other clean energy projects and companies building
momentum to create a sustainable future.
Crowdfunding can be faster and more flexible than
other financing solutions

Dennis De Jong (Holland Solar) explained how
much solar development is linked to more
empowerment of consumers and the local
added-value of that source of energy. Projections of

new capacity for solar are very positive in the
Netherlands in the coming years. Crowdfunding can
Sl be a way to participate in this trend.

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 6/10 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



CROWDFEUNDING SOLAR ENERGY  SOLAR

Crowdfunding for Solar Projects Crowdfunding has
e . gained significant traction in the renewable energy
sector. In particular, solar energy projects have
benefited from the crowdfunding model, allowing
individuals and communities to invest in ???

The technology that enables us to harness different
types of renewable energy, including wind or solar
energy, is out there but the funds and access are
often insufficient. Therefore, we are as yet unable to
supply homes and businesses with 100% clean
renewable energy. Crowdfunding renewable energy
projects may well present part of the solution.

A review into renewable energy project case studies
[7] determined that for financing solar projects,
lending, debenture and equity-based crowdfunding
models are the most common while donation and
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When people see their local community center go
solar, it can change their perception of the
technology and its viability. This is an exciting
moment for solar energy. As costs drop and
innovative financing models like crowdfunding are
implemented, solar will be deployed rapidly around
the country.

By investing in solar energy projects through
crowdfunding platforms, you contribute to the
development of clean and renewable energy
sources. This means less reliance on traditional
fossil fuel-based electricity, ??7?

This arrangement spreads the cost of a new solar

' ﬂ energy system out across a 20-year payment plan
:Yv‘v"‘c - that is easily transferable to the next property owner
?7?7? a particular benefit to solar which can have

longer payback periods. Solar Crowdfunding:
Crowdfunding is an innovative financing method that
allows individuals to fund projects listed
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Clean energy crowdfunding: successes and failures.
From the Go, a device to boil water and cook meals
with energy from solar panels, to the Chill, a
solar-powered cooler that requires no ice or outside
maintenance, the company has raised over $2.6m
in funding for seven different projects, and used this
success to develop a number of solar

A second potential benefit of DLT-based
crowdfunding for solar energy investments is
through an increment in project loan pay back time,
which is also defined as debt tenor. In order to
minimize risks of broader interest rate fluctuations in
the market, potential technical issues with
equipment as plants age, and due to general
liquidity

Mosaic is one of the oldest financing companies in
the residential solar space. We began as a
crowdfunding initiative to help more homeowners
access the multiple benefits of solar ??? while

campaigning for a cleaner, healthier planet for future
generations. plays a small role in the larger picture
of the clean energy revolution. Together
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Solar crowdfunding is a complicated process
involved with various stakeholders interacting with
each other. Solar energy has developed rapidly
during the past decade. Since crowdfunding taps on
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investments from the public, it could potentially
contribute to the financing of solar projects. Due to
its novelty, crowdfunding for renewable
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