
DWARF PLANETS IN OUR SOLAR
SYSTEM

How many dwarf planets are there?

So far,the IAU has only recognized fivedwarf planets. In order of distance from the Sun they are:

Ceres,Pluto,Haumea,Makemake,and Eris. But the IAU says there may be many more dwarf planets -

perhaps more than a hundred - waiting to be discovered. Ceres is the only dwarf planet located in the inner

solar system.

What makes a planet a dwarf planet?

The International Astronomical Union defines a planet as being in orbit around the sun, has enough gravity to

pull its mass into a rounded shape (hydrostatic equilibrium), and has cleared its orbit of other, smaller objects.

This last criterion is the point at which planets and dwarf planets differ.

Which dwarf planet is located in the inner Solar System?

Ceresis the only dwarf planet located in the inner solar system. Pluto was long considered our solar system's

ninth planet. Haumea is one of the fastest rotating large objects in our solar system. Makemake is the

second-brightest object in the Kuiper Belt. Eris is one of the largest known dwarf planets in our solar system.

Which Solar System bodies are dwarf planets?

But those aren't the only ones. Other solar system bodies that are possibly dwarf planets include Sedna and

Quaoar,small worlds far beyond Pluto's orbit,and 2012 VP113,an object that is thought to have one of the

most distant orbits found beyond the known edge of our solar system.

What does a dwarf planet do?

According to the IAU,a planet must do three things: Orbit its host star (In our solar system that's the Sun). Be

mostly round. Dwarf planets like Pluto were defined as objects that orbit the Sun,and are nearly round,but

have not been able to clear their orbit of debris. So far,the IAU has only recognized five dwarf planets.

Which planets are most likely to be a dwarf planet?

Planetary geologists are therefore particularly interested in them. Astronomers are in general agreement that

at least the nine largest candidates are dwarf planets - in rough order of

size,Pluto,Eris,Haumea,Makemake,Gonggong,Quaoar,Ceres,Orcus,and Sedna.
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DWARF PLANETS IN OUR SOLAR
SYSTEM

Dwarf Planets Give Us a Peek into the Early Solar

System. Dwarf planets are handy guides to the

ancient solar system.  Neptune-sized planet may

lurk beyond the gaze of even our most powerful 

It is home to Pluto and most of the known dwarf

planets and some comets. Kuiper Belt Overview. 

Trans-Neptunian objects are objects in our solar

system that have an orbit beyond Neptune. Explore

our solar system with NASA's Eyes on the Solar

System. NASA/JPL-Caltech/VTAD. Similar to the

asteroid belt, the Kuiper Belt is a region of leftovers 

Our Solar System has 8 planets also contains dwarf

planets.Pluto is the best known but there are many

others including Ceres, Eris, Haumea, and

Makemake.Ceres is the only dwarf planet ???
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The only difference between a planet and a dwarf

planet is the area surrounding each celestial body.

A dwarf planet has not cleared the area around its

orbit, while a planet has. Since the new definition,

three objects in our solar system have been

classified as dwarf planets: Pluto, Ceres and Eris.

*Text courtesy of NASA

Dwarf Planet Facts. There a currently five officially

classified dwarf planets in our solar system.They

are Ceres, Plut, Haumea, Makemake and Eris.

Ceres is located inside the asteroid belt between the

orbits of Mars and Jupiter, while the other dwarf

planets are located in the outer solar system in, or

near to, the Kuiper belt.Another six objects are

almost certainly dwarf ???

Aside from Pluto, there are four currently recognised

dwarf planets in our Solar System: Ceres, Haumea,

Makemake and Eris. When Ceres was first

discovered orbiting within the asteroid belt between

Mars and Jupiter in 1801, it was called a planet.

However, due to the technology at the time,

astronomers could not resolve the size and shape of
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Pluto is a dwarf planet located in a distant region of

our solar system beyond Neptune known as the

Kuiper Belt. Pluto was long considered our ninth

planet, but the International Astronomical Union

reclassified Pluto as a dwarf planet in 2006. NASA's

New Horizons was the first spacecraft to explore

Pluto up close, flying by in 2015. Pluto was

discovered in 1930 by astronomer Clyde ???

There may be dozens of dwarf planets in our solar

system. So far, we''ve classified just a handful --

most of them are very far away.  Ceres: the first

dwarf planet to be visited by a spacecraft. With

everything we learn from the Dawn mission, our

understanding of planets and dwarf planets will

rocket far beyond all that's been known before 

The number of dwarf planets in the Solar System is

unknown. Estimates have run as high as 200 in the

Kuiper belt [1] and over 10,000 in the region

beyond. [2] However, consideration of the

surprisingly low densities of many large

trans-Neptunian objects, as well as spectroscopic

analysis of their surfaces, suggests that the number

of dwarf planets may be much lower, ???
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Poor Pluto. As if this faraway frozen ball's long

journey around the sun???a squashed trajectory

that takes 248 years???wasn''t strange enough,

Pluto's story took an even stranger turn in 2006,

when astronomers stripped it of its status as our

ninth planet. But Pluto's loss was actually a gain for

wannabe astronauts. Suddenly, the solar system

offered new "planets" to explore.

While most dwarf planets orbit the Sun at the very

outer edges of our solar system, Ceres is the only

one located inside the orbit of Neptune. It takes

Ceres 4.6 years to complete one trip around the

Sun. Scientists suspect that this unique dwarf planet

may even have an ocean of liquid water hidden

under a layer of ice.

Dwarf planets in order from the Sun. As given in the

above table, Ceres is the closest dwarf planet in our

solar system and it is also IAU-defined. The

IAU-defined farthest dwarf planet is Eris which is

located in the scattered disc with a distance of

around 67.78 AU from the sun.. 1. Largest Dwarf

Planet (Pluto) Pluto is the largest dwarf planet in our

solar system with a diameter of 
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DWARF PLANETS IN OUR SOLAR
SYSTEM

There are 5 officially recognised dwarf planets in our

solar system, they are Ceres, Pluto, Haumea,

Makemake and Eris.With the exception of Ceres,

which is located in the asteroid belt, the other dwarf

planets are found in the outer solar ???

The category "dwarf planet" was created in 2006 to

make room for the many large bodies being

discovered on the outer reaches of the solar

system. Here's a tour of the five currently

recognized 

Pluto is the largest dwarf planet in our solar system,

just slightly larger than Eris, at number two. Pluto

has an equatorial diameter of about 1,477 miles

(2,377 kilometers).  Compare Earth to other planets

using NASA's Eyes on the Solar System. Order of

Planets and Dwarf Planets - Distance From the Sun.

A stylized illustration of our solar 
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Introduction Dwarf planet Ceres is the largest object

in the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter, and

it's the only dwarf planet located in the inner solar

system. It was the first member of the asteroid belt

to be discovered when Giuseppe Piazzi spotted it in

1801. When NASA's Dawn arrived in 2015, Ceres

became [???]

Discovered in 1930, Pluto was long considered our

solar system's ninth planet. But after the discovery

of similar intriguing worlds deeper in the distant

Kuiper Belt, icy Pluto was reclassified as a dwarf

planet.

Learn about the characteristics, origins, and

discoveries of Ceres, Pluto, Haumea, Makemake,

and Eris, the five dwarf planets recognized by the

International Astronomical Union. See images and

facts about their sizes, ???
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Dwarf Planets Give Us a Peek into the Early Solar

System. Dwarf planets are handy guides to the

ancient solar system.  Neptune-sized planet may

lurk beyond the gaze of even our most powerful 

Learn about the dwarf planets within our solar

system Learn about dwarf planets. (more) See all

videos for this article. dwarf planet, body, other than

a natural satellite (moon), that orbits the Sun and

that is, for practical purposes, smaller than the

planet Mercury yet large enough for its own gravity

to have rounded its shape substantially.

A description of each of the solar system dwarf

planets and the history of our knowledge of them.

We use cookies. By browsing our site you agree to 

This page provides a brief description of each of the

dwarf planets of our solar system. Solar System

Map - showing size, mass and orbital period, and

orbit scale of planets & dwarf planets
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Currently, the International Astronomical Union

(IAU) officially classifies five celestial bodies in our

solar system as dwarf planets: Pluto, Eris, Ceres,

Makemake, and Haumea. Dwarf planets are defined

as objects that orbit a star (such as our Sun), are

roughly spherical in shape, 1 and can sometimes

have other large bodies such as comets 

Here are a few interesting facts about the dwarf

planets discovered in our solar system: Ceres loses

6kg of its mass in steam every second. The

Herschel Space Telescope observed plumes of

water vapor shooting up from Ceres'' surface; this

was the first definitive observation of water vapor in

the asteroid belt. This happens when portions of 

There are 8 planets in our solar system.  In addition

to these eight varied planets, our solar system also

features a slew of dwarf planets, the most famous of

which is Pluto. Pluto is one of 
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Pluto is a dwarf planet that lies in the Kuiper [KI-per]

Belt. It's an area full of icy bodies and other dwarf

planets at the edge of our solar system. Pluto is

known as the "King of the Kuiper Belt" ??? and it's

the largest object in the region, even though another

object similar in size, called Eris, has a slightly

higher mass. One thing is 

The Solar System [d] is the gravitationally bound

system of the Sun and the objects that orbit it. [11] It

formed about 4.6 billion years ago when a dense

region of a molecular cloud collapsed, forming the

Sun and a protoplanetary disc.The Sun is a typical

star that maintains a balanced equilibrium by the

fusion of hydrogen into helium at its core, releasing

this energy from its ???
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