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Our solar system is a wondrous place. Countless
worlds lie spread across billions of kilometers of
space, each dragged around the galaxy by our Sun

like an elaborate clockwork.. The smaller, inner

planets are rocky, and at least one has life on it. The

giant outer planets are shrouded in gas and ice;
miniature solar systems in their own right that boast
intricate rings ???

Here's a fun fact, Venus is the only planet in our

©Outdoor Cabinet Energy Storage System

solar system that spins opposite to Earth. Then we
! arrive at the pi?ce de r?sistance: our bloodline, the
AT . T Sun. During the visit, you could learn more about its
B O e — billion-year lifespan and its constant solar storms.
The solar system tour would not be complete
without a stopover at Mars.
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? The biggest planet in our solar system . explore;
What Is the Weather Like on Other Planets? Each
of the planets in our solar system experiences its
own unique weather. explore; Is There Ice on Other
Planets? Yes, there is ice beyond Earth! In fact, ice
can be found on several planets and moons in our
solar system.

The inner planets, or terrestrial planets, are the four
planets closest to the Sun: Mercury Venus is also
our nearest neighbor. The planet's interior structure
is similar to Earth's with a large iron core and a In
fact, Venus has many more volcanoes than any
other planet in the solar system and some of those
volcanoes are very large

While the outer solar system showcases gas giants
and icy dwarf planets, the inner solar system
showcases rocky planets and other smaller bodies.
Jupiter: The largest planet in our solar system,
Jupiter is composed mainly of hydrogen and helium.
Its iconic swirling clouds and the mesmerizing Great
Red Spot make it a true spectacle.
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- The inner planets, or Although life has not been
found elsewhere in the solar system, other planets
or satellites may harbor primitive life forms. Life may

B also be found elsewhere in the universe. Venus is

also our nearest neighbor. The planet's interior

structure is similar to Earth's with a large iron core
and a silicate mantle

For the 8 planets of our solar system, this indicates
the length of their days. Mercury: 1,408 hours (58.6
! days) Venus: 5,832 hours (243 days) Earth: 24
] | . : . hours; Mars: 25 hours; Inner planets, specifically
Mercury and Venus, cannot be ??7?

? Solar system - Planets, Moons, Orbits: The eight
planets can be divided into two distinct categories
on the basis of their densities (mass per unit
volume). The four inner, or terrestrial,
planets???Mercury, Venus, Earth, and
Mars???have rocky compositions and densities
greater than 3 grams per cubic cm. (Water has a
density of 1 gram per cubic cm.) In contrast, ???
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The planets of the solar system are divided into two
groups: the inner planets and the outer planets. The
inner planets are those closest to the sun: Mercury,
Venus, Earth, and Mars. The outer planets are
those farthest ???

Pluto is the largest dwarf planet in our solar system,

w just slightly larger than Eris, at number two. Pluto
no s has an equatorial diameter of about 1,477 miles
-l & (2,377 kilometers). The closest dwarf planet to the
- Sun, and the only dwarf planet in the inner solar
- “i‘.‘ system, Ceres orbits the Sun from an average
PE—— | : distance of 257 million miles (413

Types of planets in the solar system. The inner four
planets closest to the sun ??? Mercury, Below is a
brief overview of the eight true planets in our solar
system, moving from that closest

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 4/8 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



INNER PLANETS IN OUR SOLAR SOLAR
SYSTEM

Review your understanding of the solar system in
this free article aligned to NGSS standards. If
you're seeing this message, it means we're having
trouble loading external resources on our website. If
you'"re behind a web filter, please make sure that
the domains *.kastatic and *.kasandbox are
unblocked. Explore. Browse By Standards;

Inner Planets. The first four planets from the Sun
are Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars. These inner
planets also are known as terrestrial planets
because they have solid surfaces. Mercury Facts.
Mercury is the smallest planet in our solar ???

Yet, scientists continue to discover fascinating new
findings about our solar system, and Hubble has
contributed to these discoveries. For example,
researchers used Hubble to study the trajectory of a
mysterious object called "Oumuamua as it passed
through the inner solar system. They are confident
that this body is from another star system
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The Inner Planets. In order from the Sun, the inner
planets are Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars:
Mercury ??? The smallest planet in our solar
system, Mercury's radius is about 2,440 km (1,516
mi), making its diameter roughly 4,880 km (3,032
mi). It 2?7

The four planets closest to the Sun (Mercury
through Mars) are called the inner or terrestrial
planets. Even within our solar system, the planets
differ greatly in size and chemical properties. The
biggest dispute concerns Pluto, which is much
smaller than the other eight major planets. The
category of dwarf planet was invented to include

The easiest spatial distinction between the inner
planets and outer planets in the solar system is the
asteroid belt. All four of the terrestrial planets fall
within the asteroid belt (closer to the sun), and all
the gas giants, dwarf planets, and other planets of
our solar system (there might be more we have not
discovered yet!) fall outside the asteroid belt.
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? The solar system's several billion comets are
found mainly in two distinct reservoirs. The
more-distant one, called the Oort cloud, is a
spherical shell surrounding the solar system at a
distance of approximately 50,000 astronomical units
(AU)???more than 1,000 times the distance of

' v - — . : : .
i #,L‘ = Pluto's orbit. The other reservoir, the Kuiper belt, is
0 . & j : : .
1 v [ a thick disk-shaped zone whose main ???
i, ®
25
The planets Mercury, Venus, Earth, and Mars, are
""""""" called terrestrial because they have a compact,
S0k 2w rocky surface like Earth's terra firma. The terrestrial
w
P planets are the four innermost planets in the solar

system. None of the terrestrial planets have rings,
although Earth does have belts of trapped radiation,
as discussed below.

These planets are called terrestrial planets because
they are made up of rocks and metals and have
solid surfaces. But even though they"re made of the
same materials, the four rocky planets in the Solar
System aren"t the same. In many ways, all the
rocky planets are similar. They all have a solid rocky
Hm = Em———— crust, some form of mantle, and a core.
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The night sky over New Zealand's Southern Alps
gives a spectacular view of the Milky Way, the
galaxy in which our own solar system resides. Mike
Mackinven / Getty Images. Our planet Earth is part
of a solar system that consists of eight planets
orbiting a giant, fiery star we call the sun. For
thousands of years, astronomers studying the solar
system have noticed ??7?
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