
MOON AND PLANETS

The brightest and largest object in our night sky, the

Moon makes Earth a more livable planet by

moderating our home planet's wobble on its axis,

leading to a relatively stable climate. It also ???

Moons orbit planets. Right now, Jupiter has the

most named moons???50. Mercury and Venus

don''t have any moons. Earth has one. It is the

brightest object in our night sky. The Sun, of course,

is the brightest object in our daytime ???

Earth is the first planet from the inner solar system

to possess a natural satellite. Earth's natural

satellite is called Moon because at the time of its

discovery our moon was the only one known. Our

Moon formed when a small planet the size of Mars

impacted Earth. This impact launched some of

Earth's outer material into space, where it 
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MOON AND PLANETS

The biggest planet in our solar system. Earth. Sun.

Solar System. Universe. Science and Tech.

Educators. All About the Moon. Quick Facts: Earth

has just one moon ??? a rocky, cratered place,

roughly a quarter the size of Earth and an average

of 238,855 miles away. The Moon can be seen with

the naked eye most nights as it traces its 27-day

orbit 

Like Earth, the Moon has a day side and a night

side, which change as the Moon rotates. The Sun

always illuminates half of the Moon while the other

half remains dark. NASA's LRO mission has used

its seven science instruments to map the entire

lunar surface, including the Moon's near and far

sides, down to a scale of one meter.

Some moons, minor planets and comets of the

Solar System to scale (major planets not to scale)

Selected moons, with Earth to scale. Nineteen

moons are large enough to be round, and two, Titan

and Triton, have substantial atmospheres The

number of moons discovered in each year until

November 2019. Mercury, the smallest and

innermost planet, has no moons, or at least ???
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MOON AND PLANETS

Beyond Neptune, a newer class of smaller worlds

called dwarf planets reign, including longtime

favorite Pluto. The other dwarf planets are Ceres,

Makemake, Haumea, and Eris. Ceres is the only

dwarf planet in the inner solar system. It's located in

???

The Nine Planets is an encyclopedic overview with

facts and information about mythology and current

scientific knowledge of the planets, moons, and

other objects in our solar system and beyond.

Sunday, Nov. 3: Crescent moon, a star, and

planets. Search just above the southwestern

horizon after sunset Sunday, Nov. 3, to see the

crescent moon positioned 7 degrees to the small dot

of Mercury.
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MOON AND PLANETS

? The Moon getting close to a planet is one of the

easiest astronomical events to observe: the lunar

disc and most of the Solar System planets (e.g.

Venus, Jupiter, Mars, and Saturn) are visible to the

naked eye, so you don''t need any special skills or

complex equipment.The only thing you need to

know is the date and time of the Moon's approach to

a ???

Moons ??? also called natural satellites ??? come in

many shapes, sizes and types. They are generally

solid bodies, and few have atmospheres. Most

planetary moons probably formed out the discs of

gas and dust circulating around planets in the early

solar system. There are hundreds of moons in our

solar system ??? even asteroids [???]

The relatively small inner planets have solid

surfaces, lack ring systems, and have few or no

moons. The atmospheres of Venus, Earth, and

Mars are composed of a significant percentage of

oxidized compounds such as carbon dioxide.Among

the inner planets, only Earth has a strong magnetic

field, which shields it from the interplanetary

medium.The magnetic field traps some ???
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MOON AND PLANETS

Planets are massive enough to have a spherical

shape but not massive enough to cause nuclear

fusion inside. They can consist of rock, like the

Earth and Mars, or of gas, like Jupiter and Saturn.

Planets outside of the Solar System are called

exoplanets. What is the primary difference between

stars and planets? Their key difference is:

The moon is a bit more than one-quarter (27

percent) the size of Earth, a much larger ratio (1:4)

than any other planets and their moons. Earth's

moon is the fifth largest moon in the solar system.

How the Moon Got Its Name Our Moon shares a

name with all moons simply because people didn''t

know other moons existed until Galileo Galilei

discovered four moons orbiting Jupiter in 1610. 

away. That means 30 Earth-sized planets could fit in

between Earth and the Moon. The Moon is slowly

moving away from Earth, getting about an inch 
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MOON AND PLANETS

Our solar system includes the Sun, eight planets,

five officially named dwarf planets, and hundreds of

moons, and thousands of asteroids and comets.

Our solar system is located in the Milky Way, a

barred spiral galaxy with two major ???

A moon is an object that orbits a planet or

something else that is not a star sides planets,

moons can circle dwarf planets, large asteroids, and

other bodies.Objects that orbit other objects are also

called satellites, so moons are sometimes called

natural satellites.People have launched many

artificial satellites into orbit around Earth, but these

are ???

An enduring myth about the Moon is that it doesn''t

rotate. While it's true that the Moon keeps the same

face to us, this only happens because the Moon

rotates at the same rate as its orbital motion, a

special case of tidal locking called synchronous

rotation.The animation shows both the orbit and the

rotation of the Moon.
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MOON AND PLANETS

Our solar system is made up of a star???the

Sun???eight planets, 146 moons, a bunch of

comets, asteroids and space rocks, ice, and several

dwarf planets, such as Pluto. The eight planets are

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,

Uranus, and Neptune. Mercury is closest to the Sun.

Neptune is the farthest.

The remaining objects of the Solar System

(including the four terrestrial planets, the dwarf

planets, moons, asteroids, and comets) together

comprise less than 0.002% of the Solar System's

total mass. [h] The Sun is composed of roughly 98%

hydrogen ???

Some of them grew big enough for their gravity to

shape them into spheres, becoming planets, dwarf

planets, and large moons. In other cases, planets

did not form: the asteroid belt is made of bits and

pieces of the early solar system that could never

quite come together into a planet. Other smaller

leftover pieces became asteroids, comets 
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MOON AND PLANETS

? The Moon getting close to a planet is one of the

easiest astronomical events to observe: the lunar

disc and most of the Solar System planets (e.g.

Venus, Jupiter, Mars, and Saturn) are visible to the

naked eye, so you don''t ???

OverviewTrans-Neptunian regionFormation and

evolutionGeneral characteristicsSunInner Solar

SystemOuter Solar SystemMiscellaneous

populations
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