
OUR SOLAR SYSTEM FROM SPACE

NASA's twin probes Voyager 1 and Voyager 2 have

captured some truly remarkable images of our solar

system and are currently roaming through

interstellar space. Despite its name Voyager 2

Our solar system consists of our star, the Sun, and

everything bound to it by gravity ??? the planets

Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,

Uranus, and Neptune; dwarf planets such as Pluto;

dozens of moons; and millions of asteroids, comets,

and meteoroids. Beyond our own solar system,

there are more planets than stars in the night sky.

Our solar system includes the Sun, eight planets,

five officially named dwarf planets, and hundreds of

moons, and thousands of asteroids and comets.

Our solar system is located in the Milky Way, a

barred spiral galaxy with two major arms, and two

minor arms.
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OUR SOLAR SYSTEM FROM SPACE

4 ? The solar system is part of the "observable

universe," the region of space that humans can

actually or theoretically observe with the aid of

technology. Unlike the observable universe, the

universe is possibly infinite .

Humans have studied our solar system for

thousands of years, but it was only in the last few

centuries that scientists started to really figure out

how things work. The era of robotic

exploration???sending uncrewed spacecraft beyond

Earth as our eyes and ears

In order from the Sun, they are four terrestrial

planets (Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars); two gas

giants (Jupiter and Saturn); and two ice giants

(Uranus and Neptune). All terrestrial planets have

solid surfaces. Inversely, all giant planets do not

have a definite surface, as they are mainly

composed of gases and liquids.
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OUR SOLAR SYSTEM FROM SPACE

Learn about the planets in our solar system. The

solar system has eight planets: Mercury, Venus,

Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune.

There are five officially recognized dwarf planets in

our solar system: Ceres, Pluto, Haumea,

Makemake, and

By providing a detailed look at the planets, moons,

rings, asteroids, comets, and other objects in our

celestial backyard, Hubble is helping to answer

age-old questions about how the solar system

began, how planets formed, and how the Earth

evolved. What has Hubble taught us about storms in

the solar system?
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