
SOLAR ENERGY FLORIDA
AMENDMENT

How Florida votes on Election Day will determine

whether Amendment 1 results in success for the

utilities that have spent $20+ million backing this

''deceptive'' attack on rooftop solar, or a David

versus Goliath win for solar supporters.. Regardless

of the outcome, the #NoOn1 campaign has

generated a groundswell of grassroots opposition to

utilities'' misleading ???

Amendment 4 Florida Election Results by County.

The results are in, and it's great news for the solar

energy industry in Florida. Amendment 4 passed in

the August 30, 2016 Florida Primary Election with

well over the 60% vote required. Over 2.7 Florida

voters cast a ballot for the Amendment, with almost

2 million voting to approve.

Amendment 4's provisions would allow businesses

to invest in solar energy by exempting the value of

solar energy devices from property tax calculations.

Solar power in Florida See also: Energy policy in

Florida. Despite Florida's nickname as the Sunshine

State, the majority of the renewable energy

produced there comes from biomass, not solar 
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Florida's largest power company has accelerated

multi-million dollar plans to build more solar energy

plants, which would triple the utility's total solar

energy-generating capacity. The 2016 defeat of

Florida's Amendment 1 has increased competition

for building solar panel arrays.

As mentioned, banning subsidies to solar providers

is a key part of Amendment 1, hence why no solar

company in Florida is in favor of the passage of the

amendment. Takeaway The latest battles over solar

energy demonstrate a systemic problem we face in

America and around the world: transitioning to new

technologies will inherently face 

Clean Energy Florida Ballot Measure Could Halt

Rooftop Solar, but Do Voters Know That?

Amendment 1 is written in pro-solar language, but it

is backed by the state's utilities and opponents say

it 
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TALLAHASSEE ??? Florida homeowners will have

until Dec. 31, 2028, to install rooftop solar systems

before all incentives disappear under a bill the state

Senate sent to the governor on Monday 

On election day, voters in Florida will decide on

Amendment 1, a controversial ballot measure that

would amend the state constitution to pave the way

for more restrictions and fees for solar customers..

The campaign promoting Amendment 1 is

Consumers for Smart Solar March, the Florida

Supreme Court narrowly ruled 4-3 to allow the

utility-backed ???

A constitutional amendment intended to expand the

use of solar power in Florida has passed. The

measure is winning statewide by a huge 73 percent

to 27  free market energy reform measures like 
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Watson told POLITICO Florida the amendment was

generated in response to a proposed constitutional

amendment backed by the Southern Alliance for

Clean Energy. That amendment would have

removed 

WLRN, "What Do Florida's Two Solar Amendments

Actually Mean For The Sunshine State?," Aug. 24,

2016. Politico, "Clinton, Gore knock Florida officials

on climate change, solar amendment," Oct. 11,

2016

Update 03/07/2022: The Florida legislature has

passed SB 1024, sending the bill to Gov. Ron

DeSantis's desk. Legislation filed yesterday in the

Florida Legislature aims to end net metering for

rooftop solar customers, effectively shutting down

this key sector of the state economy and

undermining energy freedom for tens of thousands

of Floridians.
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Florida's solar energy generation grew 28% from

2022 to 2023, per a Climate Central report, and it

produced the third-most solar energy of the states

behind Texas and California last year.

Amendment 4 is one of two solar-related initiatives

facing Florida voters this year. Amendment 1 will be

on the Nov. 8 general election ballot. The proposal

would grant homeowners the right to 

Amendment 1 will promote the increased use of

solar power in Florida by safeguarding solar rights in

Florida's constitution, allowing for commonsense

consumer protections, and ensuring that ???
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Florida law forbids ordinances, deed restrictions,

covenants, or similar binding agreements from

prohibiting solar equipment use. Under this law, a

homeowner may not be denied by "any entity

granted the power or right in any deed restriction,

covenant or similar binding agreement to approve,

forbid, control, or direct alteration of property???"

permission to install a solar collector 

Amendment 1, officially known as Rights of

Electricity Consumers Regarding Solar Energy

Choice, seeks to give residents of Florida the right

to own or lease solar energy equipment for personal

use.

At this point, only 0.06 percent of Florida Power &

Light's energy comes from solar. However, the

company will bring three new solar farms online

before the end of the year, roughly doubling the 
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Florida Amendment 1, whose full title is Rights of

Electricity Consumers Regarding Solar Energy

Choice, Amendment 1, is a 2016 constitutional

amendment on solar energy in the U.S. state of

Florida. It is supported by Consumers for Smart

Solar and opposed by Floridians for Solar Choice.

The amendment has been called misleading by

opponents.

Florida voters approved a constitutional amendment

in the statewide primary yesterday that clears the

way for solar and other renewable energy systems

to receive a property-tax exemption, creating 

amendment petition1 was ???led with the Florida

Secretary of State by Floridians for Solar Choice,

Inc., acoalitionofthe SouthernAlliance for Clean

Energy, the Florida Solar Energy Industries

Association, the Florida Alliance for Renewable

Energy, the Christian Coalition

ofAmerica,theLibertarianPartyof Florida, the

Republican Liberty Caucus of 
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With solar panel costs continuing to decline, the

federal ITC extended and a fair amount of interest in

solar already in Florida, how might the market for

solar energy generally and jobs in the industry grow

if Amendment 1 fails? How about it wins? The

Sunshine state has actualized only 0.1% of our

energy needs from solar.

As Florida Supreme Court Justice Barbara Pariente

warned when her peers approved Amendment 1 to

appear on the ballot: "Masquerading as a pro-solar

energy initiative, this proposed constitutional 

Florida's biggest utility companies, including Duke

Energy, have funded the effort to pass Amendment

1, a deceptive ballot initiative that purports to be

"pro-solar," but in fact is an attack on

customer-owned solar power in Florida.
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Florida's utilities have largely remained silent on

Amendment 4 but documents from the industry's

trade organization, the Edison Electric Institute,

show it has conducted a nationwide campaign to 

"These revelations, while not surprising, have now

confirmed to the citizens of Florida that Amendment

1 was and is a predesigned attempt to destroy all

free market energy in the state along with solar

energy in general," said Tory Perfetti, chairman of

the group Floridians for Solar Choice. "We as a

coalition stand firm against Amendment 

The present of solar power in Florida isn''t a cheap

or attainable one and that's where the confusion

around Amendment #1 is leaking in like sunlight

before your alarm clock goes off in the morning 
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See also: Florida Amendment 3,  Amendment 4 of

2016 extended the property tax exemption for solar

and renewable energy devices to commercial and

industrial properties. It was approved by a vote of

72.62 percent to 27.38 percent. Property tax ballot

measures, 2024.

Florida's utilities are grudgingly building some big

solar power plants, but they want nothing to do with

distributed energy. The state ranks third in the

nation in potential for rooftop solar 
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