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Does Uruguay have a green energy grid-?-‘-'
Uruguay's power grid runs on 98% green energy. Here's how it got there : ' : '
Uruguay cut carbon emissions? The answer is blowing in the wind Ram&#243;n M&# r
Uruguay's National Director of Energy from 2008 to 2015. His plan for;th
Uruguay's grid being powered by green energy. v

What is Uruguay's energy future?
His vision for Uruguay's energy future was to cover that empty land with hundreds of wind turbines.
Today,wind power accounts for around 40% of Uruguay's energy production. And,according to a 2008 law,all
the wind in the country officially belongs to the Uruguayan people.

How much electricity does Uruguay generate from wind & solar?

Uruguay generates nearly halfof its electricity from wind and solar,more than any other country in Latin
America and the Caribbean. Source: Visual Capitalist: Solar &Wind Power by Country &#169; 2020 The
World Bank,Source: Global Solar Atlas 2.0,Solar resource data: Solargis.

Is Uruguay a repeatable framework of energy sovereignty for developing countries?

Ram&#243;n Mend&#233;z Galain believes so. Uruguay's former national director of energy in the Ministry of
Industry,Energy and Mining,who was the impetus for the country's shift away from dirty fuels,has been
promoting the country's success as a repeatable framework of energy sovereignty for developing countries.
Where does Uruguay get its energy from?

Uruguay primarily imports natural gas from Argentinavia the Gasoducto Cruz del Sur. As of May 2021 ,there

are no new projects proposed for oil and gas in Uruguay. Uruguay generates nearly half of its electricity from
wind and solar,more than any other country in Latin America and the Caribbean.
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URUGUAY GO POWER SOLAR SOLAR

Generating 98% of its electricity from renewable
sources, Uruguay's rapid adoption and expansion of
sustainable sources of energy has been lauded
internationally as a model for transitioning national
power ?7?7?

P In 2021, Uruguay generated 47% of its electricity
l [ from wind and solar combined (up from 36% in
‘ 2019), ranking second in the world behind Denmark.
Since the signing of the Kyoto Protocol in 1997,
Uruguay has grown aggregate renewable energy by
93%.

Legislative support for solar power has existed since
2013 and the total installed capacity of distributed
solar generation reached 270 MW in 2022. Uruguay
receives an average 1,700 KW per square meter of

sunlight a year, on a par with Mediterranean
countries although solar represents only a fraction

MONITORING OF SYSTEM STATUS

of the country's total electricity production.
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URUGUAY GO POWER SOLAR SOLAR

by green energy. How did it get there? It involved a

e l In a typical year, 98% of Uruguay's grid is powered
scientist, an innovative approach to infrastructure

° funding, and a whole lot of wind.

The money will go for a project that envisages the
installation of six solar photovoltaic (PV) power
plants in the departments of Paysandu, Salto and
Rio Negro in northwestern Uruguay. Project
sponsors Sky Solar and Lafemir will use the funds
to construct, operate and maintain the facilities and

0 -\. a portion will also support a local climate
- *  Power Conversion
System
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Generating 98% of its electricity from renewable

sources, Uruguay's rapid adoption and expansion of
sustainable sources of energy has been lauded
internationally as a model for transitioning national
power systems away from fossil fuels.
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URUGUAY GO POWER SOLAR SOLAR

Uruguay. Action Plan for Power Sector
Decarbonization: Planning. The Uruguayan
electricity system has gone from being a centralized
and inflexible hydrothermal system to a
geographically distributed system throughout the
country, adding wind, solar, and biomass waste
generation to the historical power plants.

In five years, Uruguay transformed its grid. Now
98% of its energy comes from renewables. Former
national director of energy, Ram?n M?ndez Galain,
recounts his country's path and how to replicate it.

emissions from renewable power is calculated as
renewable generation divided by fossil fuel
generation multiplied by reported emissions from
the power sector. This assumes that, if renewable

power did not exist, fossil fuels would be used in its
place to generate the same amount of power and
using the same mix of fossil fuels. In countries and
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