
USING PRIUS BATTERY FOR
BACKUP POWER

Does a Toyota Prius use a battery?

The leaf is an all-electric vehicle that runs on batteries and must be recharged by plugging it into a power

source. The Toyota Prius uses gasoline like a typical automobile, but with the help of the electric motor and

batteries, it consumes less.

How do I Turn On my Prius surge protector?

Ensure the power light on the surge protector is on, and then plug in any items you wish to power. Otherwise,

if you do not check that the power light is on, there will be no power to your appliances or other plugged-in

essentials. Step 7: Start your Prius' ignition.

How do you connect a Prius to a car battery?

To charge a Prius battery,first,open the plastic protector on the top right-hand side of the engine and the

small red plastic lid covering the positive port of the Prius' battery. Then,hook the positive cable,which

typically has a white line painted on the rubber,to the positive port of the carfor providing current.

Should I upgrade my Prius battery?

Consider using the Prius lithium battery upgrade kit for a versatile and effective solution that is compatible

with a wide range of models, including: The Nexcell Lithium Upgrade Pack replaces your NiMH pack and

offers a more modern and efficient alternative with numerous benefits: 1. Weight Reduction Cut your battery

pack's weight in half.

Can You charge a Prius hybrid battery at home?

Yes,you can charge a Prius hybrid battery at home by using the normal Prius hybrid battery charger (PHEV

cables) and plugging the charger into any 120-volt household-style outlet you have at home. Although this

charging method might not be the fastest way to charge hybrid car battery but will get the job done.

How can a Toyota Prius improve battery life?

Additionally,eco-driving practices,such as gentle acceleration and braking,help optimize fuel efficiency and

reduce battery strain. Reconditioning,if necessary,can extend battery life,while Toyota is exploring lithium-ion

battery technology for future Prius models,promising even greater efficiency and longevity.
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With some guidance from the interwebs (see

attached pdf file in this post: Prius as Back-up

Power) about 10 years ago, I did a similar mod

successfully on a gen2 prius and it helped us in

numerous power outages. After some

improvements, I have now installed most of that

equipment in our rav4P.

That was an interesting article about using an

inverter to convert 12V to 120V using the 12V

battery of a regular Prius. My understanding is that

the traction battery of the Prime will not recharge the

12V battery if the car is just sitting and if it ???

I use my 2012 Prius plug in as a generator A LOT.

We have our power shut off whenever the wind

blows here in the Southern California mountains.

After a 6 day power outage last year tried to buy a

generator, but they were sold out for 100 miles in

any direction.
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The power is enough to drive your refrigerator, LED

lights and laptop and cell phones chargers during

emergency blackout. How it works: The 12-V battery

takes electricity from the big battery.  You are

overlooking the fact that the Prius does NOT use

the 12 V battery and a conventional starter to

actually start the engine. Because of that 

PriUPS mainly tackles available power from the HV

traction battery. Some others who don''t need 3KW

have successfully used the 12V battery as the

power source, but how much power can safely be

drawn off the 12V system is a valid question.

Unfortunately Toyota doesn''t publish a spec on this.

People seem to have taken 3 approaches to this:

Thanks Bob. I have Prius Plugin which has smaller

battery than Prius Prime. I don''t really care if the

power bank is able to do a full charge on the Prius.

I''m ok to run multiple trips. What I''m more concern

about is if it's ok to use portable power bank to

charge prius plugin because it burned the circuit in

my previous place.
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When the car is on, it is always monitoring the state

of the 12 volt battery. If the charge on the battery

starts to drift down, the car will top it back up. It calls

for power from the traction battery first, and if the

traction battery starts to get a little low, it will call for

the gas engine and top everything back up.

Whether it's a battery jumper pack or a Tesla

Powerwall, once you start using power, watch your

battery meter constantly drop and eventually you

run out of power. PORTABLE GAS GENERATOR

Pros: quick and easy to buy from any local

hardware store home depot, can power many items

in your house Cons: reliability is a major issue.

Or you buy someone else's prototype. For cost

effectiveness, a 1000 watt inverter running off a

paralleled Prius 12v battery would be my choice.

Even then the Prius will be starting up many times

an hour at a louder db than a decent Honda inverter

generator. For whole house backup I would use a

14kw LP or Natural gas generator and transfer

switch.
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The Prius C doesn''t use the same battery, and

neither does the Prius Plug-In Hybrid, so those

vehicles are not compatible. ConVerdant Vehicles is

testing out the larger li-ion battery packs and 

The inverter works by taking energy from the big

hybrid battery in the Prius and converting it to a pure

sine wave AC current, no different from what we

typically get from the power grid. (For more

information on the Converdant inverter, see Backup

Electrical Power for ???

The Prius 12 VDC battery, with its surge capacity;

and the Aims Inverter, with its surge  While using

the Prius as a back-up power source, the Prius will

be outside (of course), and I will bring the 120 VAC

power into the house via heavy duty, grounded

extension cords. Thus, I built a very simple

grounding device as a very short extension 
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Interesting way to provide localized power sources -

"The Toyota Prius - Gasoline-electric hybrid

vehicles can serve as a UPS (Uninterruptible Power

Supply) for your house. The Prius, unlike the

generator, also has a battery that provides instant,

UPS-like power, to your house. Careful research

has shown that most people would prefer not to go

outside to ???

That looks like it should do the trick. Thank you!

Connect directly to the hybrid battery and charge

the LFP battery bank. If I have a 300Ah battery,

charging at 63 amps would take about under 5

hours to charge a depleted battery but if I leave it

on, the Midnight charger will keep the LFP battery

topped while engine will cycle on and off to keep the

hybrid battery ???

The car, a retooled Prius developed by Pacific Gas

and Electric and Energy CS, has an outsize battery

that's compatible with a 220-volt household outlet

(the kind an electric stove uses). Once plugged into

the home grid, an owner need only flip a trunk

inverter switch to access emergency power for

several hours.
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Up to$10cash back? If you are a Prius driver,

however, there is a way to use your car to generate

power for your home and better cope with a power

outage. Part 1 of 1: Using a Prius ???

Prius Household Back-up Generator Development

Process After extensive research and reading

postings on this and other forums I have arrived at

the following plan to use my 2011 Prius Two, not II,

as a back-up generator for my house. This is still in

the R& D stage and I appreciate any comments,

suggestions etc. in order to make it more useful.

The inverter is 1000w with 2000w peak, and figured

it would be a handy backup power source during

power outages in the future. How much gas does

the Prius use idling? I think most campsites inhibit

running generators after 10pm for noise.  You will

have about 25 minutes of use from the Prius battery

before it becomes fully discharged (10.6 
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2) recipient battery is not so dead that it will

consume excessive charging current. Hence, if you

feel the need to maintain the various settings, you

will need a 12V battery of some sort. It could be a

couple of 6V lantern batteries in series. It could be a

small 12V battery of the sort used for backup power

in alarm systems.

Here is the weight of the Sodium-ion battery meant

for my Prius. As you can see the Sodium-ion battery

weighs 22.79 lbs less than my current battery. The

Sodium-ion battery also weighs 19.3 lbs less than

the Duralast meant for my Prius. The Sodium-ion is

also 16 lbs less than the Optima Yellowtop which

weighs less than the other two batteries.

How Does the 12-Volt Battery Stay Charged? If you

use your Prius to supply electricity, you keep the

high-voltage battery charged by occasionally

starting the internal combustion engine to generate

electricity by using the electric motor. This way, the

Prius never drains its battery too low and can run for

a long period of time on a full tank 

(C) 2025 Solar Energy Resources 8 / 10 Web: https://www.gebroedersducaat.nl



USING PRIUS BATTERY FOR
BACKUP POWER

MrK I was looking at the original post, going thru

your parts and you made mention of a

SU6000RT3UPM, then you say "I didn''t buy a

battery pack, but to use it primarily as a server

backup UPS on in any cacity where you''ll want

immediate backup power" Isn''t the

SU6000RT3UPM just that, a UPS battery??

For an off grid home, using a Prius as a

supplemental power generator would be too much

hassle. Hooking it up one or two times a year to

keep the frig running isn''t big deal.  Lead acids

aren''t the most environmentally friendly battery, but

are probably still the most economical for a back up

battery bank. Not as simple to install as the 

I am currently using an old 12v lead acid battery for

my UPS. It seems to be working fine for the past 1

month. I am wondering if anyone tried using 2

pieces of Prius battery cell as backup power for

UPS. 2 pieces of the cells could provide around

14.4v which is more than enough. My current UPS

kept my 12v battery at 13.6v when no power

outage.
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The unit that plug-out power offers can come in two

variations offering to give you 3kW or 5kW of pure

sine wave power. That means you can run your

refrigerator, fans, and heaters (should you need 
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