Why are people opposed to solar farg

use of large amounts of land for solar pane' 1[F
risks associated with living near a solar farm.

Are solar farms good or bad for the environment?
But Only One Acknowledges Climate Change's Role For people Ilvm g wit . _

positive attitudes about the development outnumber negative ones by about a three to ~one margf'
to a new national survey released this week by Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.

Why is a big solar farm a problem in rural areas?

He Set Up a Big Solar Farm. His Neighbors Hated It. A push toward renewable energy is facing resistance in
rural areas where conspicuous panels are affecting vistas and squeezing small farmers.

Why do small farmers fear solar?

There is also economic opposition from small farmers who lease land parcels from bigger farmers or
landowners; they fear that they will be squeezed out by energy companies willing to pay more to use
farmland for their solar cells.

Are solar farms destroying farmland?

Many people argue that converting agricultural land into facilities for solar farms could eliminate vital sources
of local food production(destroying farmland). They express concerns that this could disrupt traditional
farming practices.

Are solar farms causing a grass-roots backlash?

The grass-roots backlash against large solar farms has become so widespreadthat the Solar Energy

Industries Association last year developed and disseminated a manual that included navigating community
sensitivities,in a move to combat mounting negativity.
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The impediments come as a gigantic effort to build
green energy also is underway. U.S. energy from
commercial wind and solar is expected to hit 19%
by 2025, and those sources are expected to

This indicates that biodiversity is a driver both for
and against solar farms; some people were
concerned about the immediate impacts of the
infrastructure on wildlife and habitats, whilst others
were concerned about the longer-term threat to
wildlife posed by climate change. This highlights a
temporal dimension to green-on-green conflicts

Farm Bureau Federation, which has six million
members nationwide. Against that backdrop, leasing
acreage for wind and solar can be a lifeline to
financial stability. "It's a great predicament to be in if
you want to diversify income," Walmsley said. "It
also creates challenges in a lot of rural
communities."”
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Two and a half years later, in December 2020,
NREL's list included 1,592 solar farms. Solar farms
have grown in number and size because of the
continuing decline in the cost of solar, with prices

Karl Hoesch, a Ph.D. student at the University of
Michigan and a co-author of the report, cautioned
against using the survey results to make broad
statements about whether people support or oppose

Just over 200 people showed up at Winners Harvest
Barn, outside of DeGraff, last night to show their
support of the Indian Lake Against Industrial Solar
Group. The event, hosted by Aubrey Snapp and her
group of concerned citizens, invited Michael Wilson,
Communications Director of the Logan County

Electric Cooperative, to speak to the group
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What are the environmental benefits of solar farms

“‘ % on rural land? Solar farms contribute significantly to
| Fmmmmm environmental sustainability. By harnessing the
T sun's energy, they reduce reliance on fossil fuels

and lower greenhouse gas emissions. Rooftop solar
has minimal impact on the surrounding environment
and ecosystems.

At least 20 have publicly spoken out against solar or
wind projects in their own constituencies in the past
two years. Many people who object to new solar
farms think they are an eyesore - but

Communities are banning solar farms mainly due to
concerns about land use, such as the loss of prime
agricultural land and disruption to natural habitats.
Aesthetic issues, potential declines in property
values, and inadequate management of local
ecological impacts also contribute to resistance
against these projects. Addressing these concerns
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The lab said the report is one of the first
comprehensive examinations of how communities
feel about utility-scale solar farms. Overall, it found
that people living within 3 miles of existing

Environmentalists have long promoted renewable
energy sources like solar panels and wind farms to
save the climate. But what about when those
technologies destroy the environment? In this
provocative talk, Time Magazine "Hero of the
Environment" and energy expert Michael
Shellenberger explains why solar and wind farms
require so much land for mining and energy ???

Dozens of residents took to the streets Thursday
evening to protest Open Road Renewables”
Granger Solar project. The company is proposing
solar farms that could add up to as much as 5,000
acres, and construction could begin as early as
2026, according to their website. The solar panels
would be installed on land leased from local
property owners.
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Although solar is a great advancement in the energy
industry, there are still some common objections to
solar farms. Fortunately, these objections are really
myths. Solar Farms Are Ugly. People often worry
that solar farms are unattractive and that they clash
with farmland and the natural landscape around
them.
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These fights are part of a global backlash against
the energy sprawl that always comes with the
expansion of wind and solar energy. Earlier this
month, the International Energy Agency's

Commercial and Industrial ESS
ar

= = ‘ A petition against plans for a solar farm spanning
2,000 acres (810 hectares) across countryside in

north Wiltshire has gained thousands of signatures,
with hundreds of people attending a recent
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Farmland Partners Inc, a publicly traded farmland
real estate investment trust (REIT) leased about
9,000 acres nationwide to solar firms to obtain
profits for its investors; much of that ground was
highly productive for farm use. Some solar project
leases are being designed to make it possible to
grow crops between panels, while others, like

Competition for prime land. In a 2022 report, the

B [=] American Farmland Trust estimated that solar
j - & development will take up around 2.5 million acres in
= . -
e a the United States by 2040. Of those acres, 83% will
e ———

be farmland and roughly half will be the most
valuable farmland. It's a small number compared to
the nation's nearly 893 million acres of farmland,
and studies ???
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The spread of misinformation about solar and wind
energy is leading some states and counties to
restrict or even reject projects. Researchers say it's
a threat to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
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vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv A petition against the proposals, raised by local

® ‘“ campaigners, hit over 8,000 signatures.
, ® [ Two-and-a-half years (and three delays inside the
rrRnign ‘ Department for Energy Security and Net Zero) later,

it is still in the secretary of state's red box. "Part of
the delay in getting solar farms off the ground is due
to grid connections, but the

. — y (am Solar farms are attractive to many, but are not
= r - without shortcomings. Solar Farms Pros .

, Environmentally Friendly. Solar farms are
large-scale collections of PV (photovoltaic) panels
spread over one to 100 acres of land. Capturing the
sun's energy to generate electricity, they feed into
local and regional power grids regulated by public

However, an average solar farm can potentially
produce up to 1 Megawatt per hour ??? enough

power to supply around 650 average homes.
Understanding the Benefits of Solar Farms.
Exploring the benefits of solar farms is pivotal in our
guide on "solar farms pros and cons". Utilization of
Renewable Energy
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Opponents of solar power on farmland crowd into
the boardroom of the Pickaway County Board of
Commissioners in Circleville, Ohio on Aug. 23. They
were there to watch a reporter interview the
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Most U.S. adults continue to support expanding
solar panel farms (84%) and wind turbine farms
(77%), but Republicans and Democrats are
increasingly divided in views on these two energy
sources, according to a recent Pew Research
Center survey.. Among Republicans and

Republican-leaning independents, support for
increasing reliance on solar power is down ?7?7?
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